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Executive Committee 

President: Oliver Findl, Secretary: Filomena Ribeiro, Treasurer: Thomas Kohnen 
 

 
 

Notice to Members 
 

Annual General Meeting of the  
European Society of Cataract and Refractive 

Surgeons 
 

Saturday 17 September 2022 at 07:30 – 08:00 CET  
MiCo, Room: Amber 1-8 

Milan, Italy 
 

 

Chairman:  Paul Rosen, Chairman of the Trustees  

1 Welcome by Chairman of the Trustees Paul Rosen 

2 Minutes of the last AGM – appended to this agenda  Paul Rosen 

3 President’s Report Oliver Findl  

4 Secretary’s Report Filomena Ribeiro 

5 Treasurer’s Report Thomas Kohnen 

6 Any other Business and date of next meeting Paul Rosen 

7 Close of meeting 
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the ESCRS 
Date: Saturday 9 October 2021 

Venue: RAI, Amsterdam 
 

1 PRESENT:                                                                       
Chair of the Trustees: Paul Rosen  
John Bateson (Trustee) 

Roberto Bellucci (Trustee) 
Oliver Findl (President Elect)  
José Güell (Trustee) 
Thomas Kohnen (Treasurer)  
Rudy Nuijts (President)                                                                           

Filomena Ribeiro (Secretary) 
Till Staffeldt (Trustee) 

Gilly Burgess (Finance Director) 
Tom Ogilvie-Graham (Managing Director) 

MCI: 
Therese Dolan 
Vanessa McCourt 
Rosemary Parker 
Jurriaen Sleijster 
 
 

 

2 Minutes of the last meeting: the minutes of the 2019 AGM were approved by all members present and there 
were no comments. 

 

3 The Chairman of the Trustees, Paul Rosen welcomed members to the AGM; he introduced Rudy Nuijts as 
President, Filomena Ribeiro (Secretary), Thomas Kohnen (Treasurer) and Oliver Findl (President Elect). He 
introduced the Trustees, Roberto Bellucci, José Güell and John Bateson and Till Staffeldt as non-medical 
Trustees. 

Paul advised that the reports were circulated to members in advance of the meeting; and that the format of 
this AGM will differ slightly from previous years. The reports will not be read out and he asked for members to 
ask questions directly. 

The past year has been difficult, and Paul would like, on behalf of the Trustees and Members to congratulate 
the Executive who have spent a considerable amount of time on the arrangements for the annual conference. 

Paul advised that the President’s report had been circulated to members in advance and he asked Rudy Nuijts 
to say a few words.  

4 Presidents Report 
Rudy began by saying that 2020 had been a challenging year with covid and changing from a face-to-face to a 
virtual congress for the main conference and for the Winter Meeting in Krakow being changed to a fully virtual 
congress. He advised that in March this year they planned for a hybrid format, he thanked the Trustees for 
their support. Rudy is very proud as President that ESCRS have arranged the annual congress in Amsterdam, 
this is a step forward to a more normal situation pre-covid. He advised that there has been a change in their 
congress provider, and he thanked Agenda for all their service. He welcomed MCI with whom they have 
established a very good working relationship after the began in April 2021; the responses from delegates and 
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Industry has been extremely positive. He highlighted that it has been a challenging presidency and he has 
learnt a lot.  Paul concurred and congratulated him. There was a round of applause for Rudy. 

5 Secretary’s Report 
Paul reminded members that the Secretary’s report had been circulated to members in advance and asked 
members present if they had any questions. There were no questions. 

5 Treasurers Report 
Paul reminded members that the Treasurers report had been circulated to members advance and asked 
members present if they had any questions. There were no questions. 

Thomas Kohnen reported that 2019 was a highly successful financial year with a surplus of €3,206,948; in 2020 
there was a loss of nearly the same amount, and they see the same for 2021. He is happy to report there are 
significant reserves and they are monitoring finances closely. 

6 Paul Rosen gave thanks to Tom Ogilvie-Graham as Managing Director, Gilly Burgess as Finance Director. He 
congratulated MCI who had six months to plan the annual meeting with the Executive, and this is a great start 
to the relationship. 

Paul gave thanks to the Trustees and a special thanks to both John Bateson and Till Staffeldt who are not 
Ophthalmologists, give their time to the society and it is a pleasure to work with them and he thanked them 
for their support. There was a round of applause.  

Paul thanked the entire Executive for their hard work and dedication. 

7 Date of Next Meeting: The next AGM will be held in September 2022 in Milan, Italy. 
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TRUSTEE’S REPORT, SEPTEMBER 2022 
The Trustees report will be verbal at the AGM. 
 
Paul Rosen 
ESCRS Chairman of the Trustees 
 
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS AT AGM, MILAN CONGRESS, SEPTEMBER 2022 
I have served the ESCRS in one capacity or another for many years and prior to taking up the role as 
President, I served as the Secretary. It has always been a pleasure to work with ESCRS and the 
dedicated members of the Executive, Trustees, Council, and Committee members.   
  
The 39th Congress of the ESCRS was our first hybrid event and a return to face-to-face - I am 
delighted to say that it was a huge success. The 26th ESCRS Winter meeting was held virtually due to 
the ongoing pandemic. Both events were appreciated by our Industry partners and our delegates, 
and we give thanks for their continued support.  
  
Since my term in office began in January, the world started to re-open allowing opportunities such as 
the Peter Barry Fellowship and Observership programme to restart, along with the continued 
support of clinical trials. ESCRS also continues to participate in our affiliated society congresses.  
  
We have done extensive work on the ESCRS website recently and were able to unveil the new-look 
ESCRS.org in July and included a brand-new EuroTimes homepage. We have started work on the 
online IOL Calculator, and, with the support of the site owners, have integrated 7 calculator sites. 
This will launch in Milan!  
  
The leadership of ESCRS is resolute in its desire to help our colleagues and their patients in 
Ukraine. When the war began, we quickly set up an initiative to send ophthalmic surgical materials 
to surgeons who needed them most.  ESCRS established a fund to accept financial donations which 
are directed exclusively to support ophthalmology-related relief efforts arising from the conflict in 
Ukraine. Along with these generous donations from members and industry, ESCRS used its own 
reserves to purchase urgently needed equipment and secure storage facilities and transport. Our 
thoughts are with our Ukrainian colleagues, their families, and their patients and ESCRS shall 
continue to do all that we can to support them. 
 
The 40th Congress of the ESCRS in Milan will be a primarily face-to-face event, supported by a 
number of virtual elements. ESCRS is proud to have been among the first international healthcare 
societies to return to “live” meetings in 2021 and is excited to continue in this direction in 2022.  
The Congress will take place in conformity with locally applicable sanitary restrictions as of 
September 2022. We are closely monitoring the situation and will regularly update our community 
as the situation evolves over the coming months.  
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ESCRS has taken on board various feedback received following the 2021 ESCRS Congress in 
Amsterdam to the effect that there is a strong desire to refocus on face-to-face meetings, 
networking, satellite symposia and exhibition.  
 
Milan will also see the launch of a new initiative; iNovation Day on Friday 16 September, which will 
bring together clinical and business experts from across the world. Sessions will focus on the biggest 
clinical needs and barriers to success in anterior segment care, and how the latest technology 
innovations may address those barriers and clinical needs within the next 5 years.  
 
Last but by no means least, I would like to highlight my commitment as ESCRS President to focus 
on sustainability in all areas of our activities as a society, including our Congress and meetings. We 
are therefore embarking on a holistic sustainability audit and improvement programme and are 
confident all stakeholders in our Congress will join us in this journey.  
 
We very much look forward to welcoming you to the ESCRS 2022 Congress and hope that your stay 
in Milan will be informative, educational, and enjoyable!  
 
I’d like to end by saying it is an honour to serve as your President and I feel that despite - and maybe 
in part, because of - the challenges of the last months, I have been uniquely placed to see what this 
Society can achieve. I am very proud to be the leader of this superb global community of cataract 
and refractive surgeons.   
 
Oliver Findl 
ESCRS President 
 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
I am pleased to report that the ESCRS has had a very successful year since the 39th Annual Congress.   
With the shared enthusiasm of getting back to normal and building a face-to-face congress The 
Council, The Executive, the Trustees, our Managing Director and new Finance Director as well as all 
committees and numerous members, have all pulled together to make this 40th Congress in Milan, 
the great success it promises to be. ESCRS is committed to improving the sustainability prioritizing to 
improve the footprint at the ESCRS congress. Following the vision of our president Oliver Findl that by 
2023 we will have a congress with zero waste to landfills, zero net carbon emissions and inspire 
sustainability action from our event participants. ESCRS want to be a model and promoter of social 
responsibility and work collaboratively with all our partners.  We have also managed to make many 
improvements to make a stronger Society and better positioned to meet the needs of our members. 
ESCRS has taken outstanding action in supporting our Ukrainian colleagues addressing the needs and 
demands of the local ophthalmic surgeons. ESCRS have engaged industry partners to assist in 
facilitating needed supplies, and established a fund to accept financial donations that will be 
directed exclusively to support ophthalmology-related relief efforts arising from the conflict in 
Ukraine 
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Following the ESCRS Strategic plan, our Secretariat and Executive Committee have prepared a 
Membership Engagement Survey for 2022, this will launch on the 26 September; you our members 
will have received an email notification from our Secretariat regarding the survey and we kindly ask 
you our members to participate and engage with this important survey, so it helps us meet your 
needs and expectations.  
 
We recently launched our new website www.escrs.org , it has a fresh feel and is a place where you 
can find what you need at a touch of a button, such as promising utilities like the ESCRS IOL 
calculation tool (which is currently under development). Whether you are looking for member 
resources, or the latest news, you can find information quickly with our easy-to-use navigation. 
 
Council, Officers and Trustees  
Rudy Nuijts term of office as President concluded at the end of 2021 and Oliver Findl took over this 
position in January 2022. His term of office will run until the end of 2023.  
 
The Nominations Committee of ESCRS are currently discussing the position of President Elect; further 
information regarding the elected candidate will follow post Congress. The Term of Office will start 
on 1st January 2023. 
 
Membership 
Membership of the ESCRS remains strong and the society currently has close to 7000 members, over 
2500 of whom are trainees. There are over 15 national societies, including new collaborations, which 
offer group membership.  The participation and affiliation from the national societies are a huge 
asset to ESCRS, and I would like to acknowledge the value ESCRS places on our partnership with 
these organisations.  
 
We are preparing an engagement survey and will ask everyone to participate, and thus help to meet 
the needs and expectations of the members over the coming years.   
The new website, IOL online calculator and new membership management system GlueUp for 2022 
are all great examples of despite the global tribulations throughout the past few years, we are 
always assessing and providing ways to best serve our membership.   
 
Congresses 
The 39th Congress of the ESCRS took place as a hybrid meeting, from 08–11 October 2021. 7114 
delegates attended the Congress, 836 of whom were trainees. The 26th ESCRS Winter Meeting 
took place virtually from 18-20 February 2022 989 delegates attended the Meeting, 192 of whom 
were trainees. Both events were appreciated by both delegates and industry partners.  
The annual congress 16-19 September 2022 is a high anticipated, in person event taking place in 
Milan. A key focus for the congress is sustainability with “Mission Zero” an ESCRS commitment and 
plan to integrating social and environmental sustainability into our society, events and activities.  
 
Publications 
The Journal of Cataract & Refractive Surgery has received 665 submissions in the year to date and 
the rejection rate is 83%. The 2021 Impact Factor is 3.528; this is the highest IF the JCRS has ever 
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received. The journal is ranked #25 of 61 ophthalmology journals. Effective in July 2022, the JCRO 
opened to Technique article submissions; Techniques will no longer be published in the JCRS. The  
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Editors appointed new Technique editors: Jonathan E. Moore, FRCOphth, PhD (Europe), and 
Shameema Sikder, MD (U.S.). 
 
EuroTimes continues to be published 10x/year in print; the content is also available online. 
Circulation in 2021 was around 48,000 copies/issue, but steps are being taken to confirm reader 
interest in receiving the magazine, and this has resulted in a reduction to approximately 33,000 
copies/issue as of mid-2022. EuroTimes is undergoing a redesign to improve the reader experience; 
watch this space for further information. 
 
Research 
ESCRS continues to support several research projects: PCME-SNP (PCME is associated to genetic 
alterations of single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNP), MYOPRED Study (Influence of posterior 
Vitreous detachment on retinal detachment after lens surgery in myopic eyes). The METACOR Study 
(Modelling the corneal Microbiome to improve identification of Pathogenic Microorganisms), the 
EPICAT Study (Effectiveness of Periocular drug Injection in CATaract surgery), the MERoV Study 
(Monofocal Extended Range of Vision), PERIVISION (Are current IOLs failing in the peripheral retina) 
and the CaMPoL Study (Cataract, age-related Macular degeneration and POLarization perception) 
The following research projects have been completed: the NECSUS Study (Neuroadaptation after 
Cataract and refractive Surgery Study) and the vRESPOND Study (Virtual REfractive Surgery for the 
Prevention of Negative Dysphotopsia). The Digital Research Awards are an initiative sponsored by 
the ESCRS (through the Digital Health Special Interest Group) to support and encourage research 
leading to digital transformation in the fields of cataract, refractive and corneal surgery. The DRA is 
available for applications from September 2022.  
 
Since launch the number of participating countries has varied between 14 and 16. In 2020 clinics 
from 16 countries entered data to the EUREQUO database, 14 from the Europe and 2 from outside 
Europe. The corresponding numbers for 2021 were clinics from 15 countries entered data to the 
EUREQUO database, 12 from Europe and 3 from outside Europe. 
 
French cataract registry - In 2021 a partnership agreement was signed between the ESCRS, and a 
new French Cataract Register represented by Promtime, Paris. The reporting of French data to 
EUREQUO will start in 2022. 
Dutch refractive data - The Dutch Society of Refractive Surgeons will be using the EUREQUO system 
to report surgery cases from 1st January 2022 
 
For 2020 and 2021 the Covid-19 pandemic also caused a decrease in data inflow. 
 
EUREQUO Success and Future 
The ESCRS believes that a continuing audit of surgical outcomes is necessary to ensure the best care 
for patients, by making comprehensive data available for comparison of visual outcomes. EUREQUO 
is one of the largest international IT projects in ophthalmology, connecting surgeons all over the 
world and building a network to facilitate the exchange of expertise. The EUREQUO Steering 
Committee is constantly working to update the platform with new parameters to reflect the 
development of new surgical techniques and trends in the field. The committee is also committed to 
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analysing the aggregate data of the database and developing new scientific papers and has released 
16 publications to date. This work will continue. 
 
Education 
In addition to the education offered at the annual meetings, the ESCRS continues to develop its 
educational resources for members and delegates. Use of ESCRS iLearn and ESCRS On Demand 
continues to grow. Other resources include ESCRS Podcast channel, EyeJC (ESCRS journal club), 
EuroTimes Eye Contact expert studio interviews, Video of the Month, Video Journal of Cataract and 
Refractive Surgery, ‘Techniques from the Experts’ videos and Young Ophthalmologists’ videos. 
Landmark journal articles and JCRS case studies are also available. All of these are accessible on the 
ESCRS Player and via the Education Portal on the ESCRS website. 
 
The ESCRS supports young ophthalmologists by awarding bursaries for trainees presenting a free 
paper or poster at the Annual Congress and Winter Meeting, and by annually awarding clinical 
Observerships. In 2022 ESCRS directly supported Ukranian trainees with clinical bursaries, as well as  
The fourth EBO-ESCRS FEBOS-CR (Fellow of the European Board of Ophthalmology Subspecialist in 
Cataract and Refractive Surgery) exam will be held once again in 2023, after a few years 
cancellation due to the pandemic. Applications will be opening from December 2022.  
 
One of the ambitions of the society for the past few years has been to develop its own guidelines. 
In 2022 Oliver Findl, Rudy Nuijts, Béatrice Cochener-Lamard, and Thomas Kohnen setup several 
guideline development groups to create these guidelines for Cataract and Refractive surgery; under 
the guidance and support of two PhD students and Jos Kleijnen, leader in systematic reviews. The 
ambitious timeline leads to completion of the guidelines around spring 2023.  
 
We are delighted that hybrid and in personal academies and national society meetings are once 
again thriving to allow ESCRS committee members to educate and share knowledge with a wide 
global audience. ESCRS has taken part in 14 academies in 2022 with 6 more already scheduled for 
2023.  
 
Strategic Plan 
I am happy to report that ESCRS continues to be a very active Society, always looking to develop 
current and new initiatives. Since the approval of the Strategic Plan 2025 initiated by Béatrice 
Cochener-Lamard the committees have reviewed various proposals, a timeline of activities has been 
developed, and work has been carried out during the past 12 months on the implementation of 
projects across different areas of the Society. I hope that these new initiatives, and others in the 
pipeline, will ensure that we continue to meet the needs and expectations of our members and 
delegates. 
 
Filomena Ribeiro 
Secretary 
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TREASURER’S REPORT Covering 2021 
I am pleased to report on the approved financial statements for 2021, which have been prepared in 
accordance with FRS 102: The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of 
Ireland, as modified by the Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by 
Charities.  
 
The financial result for 2021 continued to be impacted by the pandemic, although showed 
improvement in comparison to 2020, as the Annual Congress was held as a hybrid meeting and 
measures were taken as part of the 2021 budget process to limit losses. The Society remains in a 
healthy financial position.  
 
2021 results 
Total income for 2021 amounted to €7,715,874 (2020: €4,790,806). The Annual Congress was held 
as a hybrid meeting, with delegates joining in person in Amsterdam or online, which meant overall 
Congress income increased to €5,806,177 (2020: €3,206,948) and Publications income increased to 
€1,184,813 (2020: €1,030,604). The remainder of the Society’s income derived from membership 
fees and miscellaneous items. 
 
Total expenditure in 2021 amounted to €10,427,079 (2020: €9,506,895) with expenditure on 
charitable activities accounting for 98.7% of the total.  Congress expenditure accounted for 55.5% of 
total expenditure, at €5,782,420 (2020: €4,255,559). Publications accounted for 17.8% of total 
expenditure while Education and Research activity combined accounted for 23.5%.   
 
The deficit before gains on investments for 2021 was therefore €2,711,205 (2020: €4,716,089). A 
gain of €1,881,626 on the Society’s investment portfolio was recorded in 2021, taking the overall 
deficit transferred to reserves in 2021 to €829,579. Total reserves at 31 December 2021 were 
€20,610,674. 
 
Appointment of auditors 
The directors have agreed to reappoint Crowe UK as auditors to the Society. 
 
Thomas Kohnen 
Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.escrs.org/


 

www.escrs.org 

Summary accounts for the years ended 31 December 2019 through 2021  
(Excluding gains/losses on investments)     
 

 2021 2020 2019 

Income    

Annual Congress & Winter Meeting 75.3% 66.9% 84.7% 

Publications 15.4% 21.5% 10.4% 

Membership 5.2% 9.4% 2.9% 

Other Income 4.1% 2.2% 2.0% 

    

Expenditure    

Annual Congress & Winter Meeting 55.5% 44.7% 64.7% 

Publications 17.8% 15.6% 9.5% 

Research 10.7% 16.3% 9.3% 

Education 12.8% 20.1% 13.9% 

Membership 1.2% 1.6% 1.4% 

Other 2.0% 1.7% 1.2% 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President: Oliver Findl Austria Secretary: Filomena Ribeiro Portugal 
Treasurer: Thomas Kohnen Germany 

Chairman of the Trustees: Paul Rosen UK 
Trustees: John Bateson UK, Roberto Bellucci Italy, José Güell Spain, Till Staffeldt Germany 

Council Members: Jorge Alió Spain, Bruce Allan UK, Sorcha Ní Dhubhghaill Belgium, Burkard Dick Germany, Nino Hirnschall Austria, 
Vikentia Katsanevaki Greece, Nic Reus The Netherlands, Andreia Rosa Portugal, Paolo Vinciguerra Italy, Pavel Stodulka Czech Republic 
Co-Opted Council Members: Adi Abulafia Israel, Kjell Gundersen Norway, Mika Kotimäki Finland, Dominique Monnet France, Mihail 

Zemba Romania 
Past Presidents: Cornelius Binkhorst The Netherlands, Emanuel Rosen UK, Philippe Sourdille France, Michael Blumenthal Israel, Thomas 

Neuhann Germany, Jose Cunha-Vaz Portugal, Ulf Stenevi Sweden, Marie-José Tassignon Belgium, Ioannis Pallikaris Greece, Paul Rosen UK, 
José Güell Spain, Peter Barry Ireland, Roberto Bellucci Italy, David Spalton UK, Béatrice Cochener-Lamard France, Rudy Nuijts The 

Netherlands 

http://www.escrs.org/


 

www.escrs.org 

 

http://www.escrs.org/

